
 

  

 

BRITIANS NEW NORMANDY MEMORIAL PAYS TRIBUTE TO ITS’FALLEN 
 

BRITIAN WAS THE ONLY ALLIED COUNTRY THAT PARTICIPATED IN THE LANDINGS ON D-DAY TO NOT 
HAVE A MEMORIAL IN FRANCE 
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WAR HISTORY ONLINE  
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The D-Day invasion of Normandy was the largest naval operation in history. Involving thousands of Allied 
soldiers, it was the beginning of the end for the German occupation in France. Many lost their lives, and 
over the years have been honored with memorials. Britain recently unveiled its own, dedicated to those 
under British command who died during the summer of 1944. 
 

DEDICATED TO THOSE WHO LOST THEIR LIVES 
 

The memorial is inscribed with the names of the 22,422 men and women who lost their lives during the 
invasion from June 6 to August 31, 1944. Along with the troops on the front lines, the list includes the 
names of the airmen and nurses who died. Given the number of names, extensive research had to be 
done. It was conducted by military historian Andrew Whitmarsh and Jane Furlong, the Lead Historical 
Researcher at the Normandy Memorial Trust. 
 

The memorial consists of 160 stone columns weighing 4,000 tons. There is a bronze sculpture of three 
charging infantrymen, designed by British sculptor David Williams-Ellis, and those killed on June 6, 1944, 
are memorialized with inscriptions on the D-Day Wall. There is also a monument dedicated to the French 
civilians who perished during this period.  
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 It is hoped the site will draw in a quarter of a million visitors each year. Since Britain didn’t have a 
dedicated memorial in Normandy until now, any visitors previously looking to pay their respects had to 
do so at the cemetery in nearby Bayeux. 
 

MEMORIAL UNVEILED TO THE PUBLIC 
 

The memorial was unveiled at Gold Beach in Ver-sur-Mer on June 6, 2021 (the 77th anniversary of D-
Day). The ceremony was presided over by the British Ambassador to France Ed Llewellyn and French 
Defense Minister Florence Party. 
 

Inscription on the wall of the memorial. 
 

Due to restrictions brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic, many veterans were not able to attend 
the unveiling in person. They instead watched the ceremony at the National Memorial Arboretum in 
Burton-on-Trent. Those in attendance included veterans Gilbert Clarke and Ken Hay. Veteran Tom 
Schaffer laid a poppy wreath with the help of fellow veteran John Pinkerton. 
 

“I have long been concerned that the memory of these remarkable individuals should be preserved for 
generations to come as an example of personal courage and sacrifice,” said Prince Charles. “[It] will 
provide a place for private and perpetual contemplation where visitors will be able to reflect on what we 
owe to all those who gallantly carried out their duty with such extraordinary selflessness and resolve.” 
 

 
Aerial view of the memorial. 



 

  

The opening was marked with a flyover by the Royal Air Force’s Red Arrows and the French Air Force’s 
Patrouille de France aerobatics team. British and French wreaths were placed in front of the D-Day Wall 
while bagpipes played. 

 

YEARS OF PLANNING  
The memorial took years of planning and fundraising. It was ideated in July 2015 by veteran George 
Batts, a member of the Royal Engineers who was present at the landings. It was around this time the 
Normandy Memorial Trust was established. 
 

In a statement, the charity shared its frustration over the lack of a memorial for British soldiers on the 
beaches of Normandy: “The construction of a national memorial in Normandy has been a long-held 
ambition of Normandy veterans, frustrated that Britain alone among the main wartime allies did not 
have such a memorial.”  
 

THE NORMANDY LANDINGS 
 

The D-Day landings at Normandy on June 6, 1944, were a pivotal point in the Allies’ success during 
WWII. A coordinated sea and aerial effort, it saw 156,000 soldiers of over three-dozen nationalities 
storm the five beaches of Normandy to liberate France. 4,400 are believed to have died that day. 
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