
BOB HOPE’S DAUGHTER REFLECTS ON HIS WW2 LETTERS 
WITH STORIES OF BOB’S TRAVELS TO ENTERTAIN THE “TROOPS”   

BOB HOPES’S DAUGHTER LINDA SPOKE TO MILITARY HISTORY ABOUT HER NEW BOOK DETAILING HER 
FATHER’S WW2 EXPERIENCES AND SHARED PERSONAL MEMORIES OF HIM. 
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Bob Hope corresponded with many of the GIs he entertained during World War II and was later named an 

honorary veteran for his long service. In this image, he entertains troops stationed in the South Pacific in 1944. 
 

 
LINDA HOPE 

Linda Hope is the eldest daughter of legendary comedian Bob Hope. A producer and writer, she 
worked with her father for many years and produced the Emmy Award–winning 1993 TV 
special Bob Hope: The First 90 Years. With co-author Martha Bolton she recently published Dear 
Bob: Bob Hope’s Wartime Correspondence With the GIs of World War II, which received the 
2021 Golden Scroll Award for memoir of the year from the Advanced Writers and Speakers 
Association. Military History interviewed Hope about the book and memories of her father’s 
experiences entertaining soldiers of the “Greatest Generation” during World War II. 
 

Why did you assemble your father’s wartime letters into a book? 
 
 

What motivated me was the 75th anniversary of World War II. Dad was very involved in the 
50th, and I thought this would be a good way to represent not only him, but also the men and 
women he corresponded with over those years. 



 

Were there any particularly poignant letters, from him or to him? 
 

One of the things that comes to mind was when I went with him on the Queen Elizabeth 2 to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary. There were these wonderful older men (in their 70s and 80s) 
who would bring old, somewhat faded photos with Dad in the very far distance to share with 
him. 
 

That people would keep these photographs for all those years just to have him sign them if and 
when the opportunity arose—Dad and I were just so touched they kept them and considered 
them among their treasures and keepsakes. It is additional confirmation of the depth of his 
connection to the troops. 
 

Do you recall any of your father’s letters home ? 
 

Truthfully, no, because I was a child. I was born in 1939. Obviously, I really don’t remember 
letters to mother or us from him. I don’t think he had much time for letter writing, not to 
mention I’m sure he was aware of the time it took to get a letter to get back to the States in 
those days. It was a long way from today’s almost instant communication via computer.  
 

Did he ever express why he traveled the world entertaining U.S. troops in wartime? 
 

Not in as many words. He never made a statement to me or the family. However, he would say 
in all kinds of small ways what it meant to see the guys, to be there with them and to go out to 
them where they were serving. He felt like a bridge between the soldiers and their families or 
loved ones at home. 

 
 

Bob Hope (right) and his family practice their golf swing at home in Toluca Lake, California circa 1945-6. His 
daughter Linda, age 17, stands in the center. (Courtesy of the Bob Hope Legacy) 

 
 

Your father was known as the “soldier’s best friend.” Why was he able to relate so well to 
soldiers and their families? 
 

It was because his material was so geared to them individually, in small groups and specifically 
to their area. He had a sense of who they were and what they were going through, and he was 
by nature a friendly guy. He went to the mess halls and places where the troops would 
congregate. He would interact with them and exchange stories and talk about their families and 
friends. The very fact he was willing to take some very big risks to be with them, in often 
remote places, made them feel as though people back home were remembering them and their 



sacrifices. He was very important to them as a morale builder, as well as a reminder of home 
and what they were fighting for. 
   
 

 
 
 

Did he have a favorite tour or destination? 
 

I don’t think so. Each was special in its own way 
   

Did he ever test his comedy material on the family? 
Actually, that was his style. He would run monologue material by the family at dinner 
throughout his career. I am sure he did the same to some extent during those World War II 
days, though because he fashioned each monologue to incorporate as much local color as 
possible, he wasn’t able to run everything by the family. In addition, remember, the military did 
not always let him know where he and his troop of entertainers would be going. 
 

Did you accompany your father on USO tours? What do you recall?  
Not during World War II. I was a bit young then. My brother and I did travel with him to Alaska 
in the 1950s. That was our first tour. It was Christmas, and he was invited by then Secretary of 
the Air Force Stuart Symington to entertain troops stationed there. We were thrilled, because 
as Californians the thought of a “White Christmas” was very exciting.  
 

Do you have any personal memorabilia from those tours? 
 

Not anymore. Most of what I collected relating to my father and his trips was donated to the 
Bob Hope Archives and given to museums and libraries across the country. 
 

 
 



Which fellow entertainers did he most like to tour with? 
 

Dad truly loved all the men and women willing to give of their time and talent to help him 
entertain the troops. 
 

 I know he had a particularly fun time with Phyllis Diller, who made many trips with him. And, of 
course, during World War II there were Frances Langford, Jerry Colonna, Patty Thomas and 
Tony Romano, his one-man band. They were the ones who went to all the hot spots on small 
planes, spending hours in the air. Remember, it was 1942, and travel was not remotely like it is 
today, not to mention their accommodations were tents and hastily put-together locations for 
them to relax. The women who entertained had a particularly difficult time, as the military at 
that time was not set up at all for women.  
 

Did you meet any of those entertainers? Did you collect autographs? 
Yes, I met most of them, and a lot of them signed scripts for charity auctions. 
 

 
 

 
A soldier checks Bob Hope’s stage pass in Long Binh, Vietnam on December 25, 1970. 

 

How did your family, particularly your mom, feel about him traveling to conflict zones? 
 

Like any military wife, she was very concerned for his safety, and since she was a very good 
Catholic, she lit a lot of candles and said a lot of prayers. However, she realized and emphasized 
with all her children that what Dad was doing was very important, and that it was something he 
was uniquely gifted to do. My mother always told us when we would complain about Dad’s 
absence that at least I knew he would be coming home in the next few weeks, whereas so 
many other boys and girls had no idea when their fathers or brothers would return.  
 

Your father was born in England, and his father and other relatives lived there during the 
Blitz. Did he express worry about their safety? 
I don’t remember. My parents made a trip to the United Kingdom in 1939 to introduce mother 
to his family. He loved his U.K. relatives and used to visit them often and invited them to visit 
here in the U.S. many times. 
 

In 1997 Congress made your father an honorary veteran of all U.S. armed forces. How 
important was that honor to him? 
 

He used to say that to be included among the men and women who gave so much for the 
country he loved was one of the most important honors he ever received. 
 
 
 



Did any family members serve in uniform? 
Yes. Dad was one of seven sons, and some of his brothers served during World War II, and his 
son Tony served in the Air Force, and his son Kelly served in the Navy. 
 
 

 
 

Bob Hope’s Wartime Correspondence with the G.I.s of World War II by Martha Bolton & Linda Hope, University 
Press of Mississippi, 2021 

 

 
 

 
 

Did he ever express regret at not having served in uniform himself ? 

Initially he did. He wanted to sign up. But when he entertained the military for the first time—
at March Field, Calif., on May 6, 1941—it was clear from the experience how starved the 
military audience was for entertainment and what an exceptional audience they were. It was 
amazing and thrilling for him. He was used to smaller studio audiences. Suddenly, here were 
thousands of guys, and once he heard the roar of their laughter, he was hooked. He also 
realized he had been given a gift, and he felt it was something he was meant to do. This was 
confirmed to him by President Franklin Roosevelt. 
 

More than ever the spirit of that generation, aka the “Greatest Generation,” is something we 
need in our country today. The willingness to give of ourselves for the good of others sadly 



seems to have been lost. The generosity of spirit of those World War II days is something that, if 
we could even get a part of it back, would help us through these difficult and divisive times. 
 

The impact my dad had on the families of the servicemen and servicewomen is in some ways 
even more significant today.  
It wouldn’t truly be understood until years later when the children, grandchildren and even 
great-grandchildren of the soldiers proudly related stories of their parent or grandparent having 
met Dad. Those moments became part of their own family history. People have shown us 
framed letters from Dad and still have them on display in their homes. 
 

One of the more significant legacies the families share even today is about how Dad would 
relay messages to loved ones on returning to the States. Especially at a time when hearing 
anything from loved ones in the military was not only rare, but also often impossible, Dad 
would relay messages that became known as “the day Bob Hope called.” 
 

Do you have any other memories of your father you’d like to share with our readers? 
 

I would just encourage them to read the book, Dear Bob, because they will learn about the 
spirit of the men and women who sacrificed, including my Dad.  
 

BOB HOPE AND HIS DANGEROUS HISTORY OF ENTERTAINING TROOPS WITH THE USO 
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Being away from home can be repetitive and monotonous for soldiers. In the early 1940s, the 
United States decided that their troops overseas should receive some entertainment. To 
accomplish that goal the USO was formed. Over the last 81 years, the organization has put on 
shows American soldiers all over the world. Among the thousands of performers who have 
graced USO events, no one gave more to the USO than Bob Hope. 
 
 
 



THE FIRST SHOW   

By 1939, Bob Hope was already a pretty big star in radio and television. He was coming off The 
Big Broadcast of 1938, where he first sang his soon-to-be signature song, Thanks for the 
Memory. The comedian was onboard the RMS Queen Mary when World War I broke out. He 
volunteered to entertain the passengers by singing Thanks for the Memory with rewritten 
lyrics. 
 

In 1941, Hope performed his first USO show in California at March Field. The United Service 
Organization had formed earlier that year after President Roosevelt requested a way to 
entertain troops and provide recreation services. In the very first year, Chairman Thomas 
Dewey was able to raise $16 million. And Bob Hope was soon to become the organization’s 
biggest star and most loyal backer. 

 
 

WORLD WAR 2  
 

Once the United States became involved in World War II, the USO was right behind them. The 
first USO shows of the war began in the Caribbean in November 1941. Hope, of course, was one 
of the biggest stars involved. And he was right at home performing in front of the troops. 
Author John Steinbeck, who was working as a war correspondent, said of the comedian, “When 
the time for recognition of service to the nation in wartime comes to be considered, Bob Hope 
should be high on the list. This man drives himself and is driven. It is impossible to see how he 
can do so much, can cover so much ground, can work so hard, and can be so effective. He works 
month after month at a pace that would kill most people.” 
 

Hope became such an integral part of the war effort that he and his best friend Bing Crosby 
were offered the chance to become members of the United States Navy. Franklin Roosevelt 
stepped in, though, saying that Hope and Crosby should avoid joining a service so that they 
could continue to entertain all branches of the military. 
 

THERE WAS GREAT DANGER FOR HOPE 
 

 
 
 

Bob Hope went to enemy territory to do nothing more than entertain and lift the spirits of the 
troops. And while he was overseas, the comedian had no idea what kind of danger he was in. In 



fact, the Nazis tracked Hope, knowing that if they bombed the area he was in, they could also 
take out several Allied troops as well.  
 

 According to war correspondent Quentin Reynolds, “He and his troupe would do 300 miles in a 
jeep, and give four shows … One of the generals’ said Hope was a first-rate military target since 
he was worth a division; that that’s about 15,000 men. Presumably, the Nazis  
 

This wasn’t the only time that the actor was in danger. While performing for the military in 
Saigon in 1967, Hope later learned that the Viet Cong had planned a terrorist attack against him 
and his troupe. The terrorists missed him by 10 minutes. Hope later said that the revelation 
mystified him. 
  
 

VIETNAM WAS A DIFFERENT STORY   

 

During World War II and in Korea, there was strong support for the wars among Americans. 
Vietnam was quite different. There were several questions about the point behind the war, and 
young people were hesitant to risk their lives. This pushback against the war effort was felt by 
Hope as well. 
 

The comedian continued his USO work like usual during the conflict. But he also questioned the 
anti-war sentiment. Hope wrote in a magazine article, “Can you imagine, that people in America 
are burning their draft cards to show their opposition and that some of them are actually 
rooting for your defeat?” 
 

DESERT STORM AND HIS LEGACY 
 

 



 

The last USO Show of Hope’s tenure was during Operation Desert Storm in 1990. Due to the 
environment, the show was quite toned-down. According to biographer William Robert Faith, 
“There were so many restrictions. Hope’s jokes were monitored by the State Department to 
avoid offending the Saudis … and the media was restricted from covering the shows …  
 
Because in Saudi Arabia national custom prescribes that women must be veiled in public, Ann 
Jillian, Marie Osmond, and the Pointer Sisters were left off Hope’s Christmas Eve show.” 
 

By the end of his career, Hope had spent 48 Christmas’ overseas with the troops. To honor him, 
the United States Congress named him the “first and only honorary veteran of the U.S. armed 
forces.” 

   

BOB HOPE MONUMENT IN SAN DEIGO, CALIFORNIA 
 

   

 
 

 I have a wonderful make-up crew. They're the same people restoring the Statue of Liberty."-- Bob Hope 
 

"Believe me when I say that laughter up at the front lines is a very precious thing — precious 
to those grand guys who are giving and taking the awful business that goes on there. There's a 
lump the size of Grant's Tomb in your throat when they come up to you and shake your hand 
and mumble 'Thanks.' Imagine those guys thanking me! Look what they're doin' for me. And for 
you." – Bob Hope 


