FIRST TOMB BADGE AWARDED TO FEMALE INFANTRY SOLDIER
ALSO INCLUDES A VIDEO SHOWING THE CHANGE OF THE GUARD FROM A PERSONAL VISIT
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The Changing of the Guard we (Myself, My daughter, Stephanie Tiner, My Grandson, Hunter
Tiner, and his girlfriend, Susanna Rogers witnessed on July 11, 2024, can be seen by copying and
pasting the below link into your browser. It was recorded by Stephanie and involves the Guard
this article is written about. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0Wu9zaOEC8

Army Pfc. Jessica Kwiatkowski made history on Sept. 18, 2023, when she became the first woman
infantry soldier to earn the Guard, Tomb of the Unknown Soldier Identification Badge. Other women
have earned the badge, but they have come from other career fields. Tomb Guards who earn the badge
also earn the distinction of being referred to as Sentinels.




Kwiatkowski stood at attention next to Spc. Gavin Glover, who also earned his badge, in the chapel of
Arlington National Cemetery's Memorial Amphitheater as 1st Lt. Henry Newstrom, the commander of
the Guard, congratulated them on becoming sentinels.

"You are now fully vested members of a small team that the nation trusts to do its most important
ceremonial mission," he told a crowd of about 30 people.

To earn the badge, soldiers must complete five phases of testing and demonstrate a high degree of
proficiency in general Army and Tomb Guard knowledge. They also must maintain the meticulous
appearance of the uniforms worn by Tomb Guards while on duty; master the various guard changes and
ceremonies conducted at the Tomb; and demonstrate verbal and written knowledge of over 12 different
poems and 200 Arlington National Cemetery gravesites.

Three soldiers, two carrying rifles, march past the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

At the ceremony, Kwiatkowski's and Glover's fathers pinned the badges on the right breast pockets of
their uniforms. Lt. Col. Peter Vangjel, the commander of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry Regiment, known
as "The Old Guard," explained the importance of the Tomb Guards.

"More people come to see the Tomb Guards, more people see them on television, more people walk
through here every day than most other Army formations put together," he said. "They have incredible
influence."

A man places a pin on a soldier’s uniform.

Kwiatkowski, who gained the public's attention when a video of her guarding the Tomb during a severe
thunderstorm went viral, remained humble about her pioneering achievement. (See article about the

storm in part 2)




"I'm honestly just another Tomb Guard," she said. When asked about her life after going viral, she
mentioned that Army leaders had given her a lot of support, explaining, "They tell me congratulations
and keep doing the mission."

Glover appreciates the rarity of his badge. "Both my parents, who are retired Army officers, have never
met somebody with one," he explained. The hardest part of earning his badge, he said, was the upkeep
of his various uniforms.

Both the new sentinels' parents were proud of their achievement. Kwiatkowski's mother, Lynne,
brought tissues for the emotional event. "When she does something, she does it 110 percent," she said.
"That's always been her since she came into this world." When asked about his daughter guarding the
Tomb in the storm, Kwiatkowski's father, Jason, explained, "That's just how she is; she's always tried to
attack the hardest thing possible."

A tomb guard holds a weapon while walking along a pavement with trees in the backdrop.

Glover's father Jim, a retired Army major, beamed with pride at his son's achievement. "It's been
amazing watching his progress through the testing process and reaching these standards," he said. "I
know it's going to serve him well in the Army."

Among the crowd of soldiers and Arlington National Cemetery employees was an older gentleman. Joey
Spangler had been a Tomb Guard almost 45 years ago and came to the ceremony to see history. "It's a
proud moment," he said. "Nothing compares to serving the Unknowns. It's something you'll keep with
you for your whole life."




TOMB GUARD BRAVES STORM

Army Pfc. Jessica Kwiatkowski leaned forward as she walked against the wind and rain. As a Tomb Guard
with the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment, she walked her twenty-one steps in front of the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery in the middle of a violent rainstorm on the evening of
Saturday, July 29, 2023. Amid the storm, she walked her post without the ability to see.

The rain had speckled and fogged up her sunglasses, making vision impossible. Counting her steps, she
made her way to the "Green Box," a one-person-sized shelter on the north side of the Tomb that
includes a phone. Once there, she called the Tomb Guard Quarters and told her fellow guards about her
dilemma.

They told her to just wipe off her glasses. "With what," she asked, "my wet gloves?" Then they told her
to walk without her glasses. She refused. "These are like my goggles right now," she told them. She
would be just as blind in the lashing rain without them.

Kwiatkowski returned to walking the mat. As the Tomb Plaza flooded with water, she could not see the
lines that guided her where to go, so she continued counting her steps. She leaned into the winds as
they tried to blow her back. The powerful gusts made her rifle drill movements a challenge. "l couldn't
change shoulders without dropping my weapon," she explained. "l just had to take the rifle off [one
shoulder] and place it on my other."As she trudged through the heavy rain and wind, she worried about
one thing: "l was surprised my ceremonial cap didn't fly off."

Ironically, Kwiatkowski had finished "walking the mat" that day well before the rain fell. She had already
changed into civilian clothes inside the Quarters during the 4:30 p.m. changing of the guard.

"Towards the end of the guard change, it started drizzling a little bit," said Staff Sgt. Isaiah Jasso, the
relief commander who oversaw the 4:30 guard change. The winds also began to gust. The soldier Jasso
had just posted to the tomb, Spc. Adam Platt, wore no rain gear, only his blue uniform blouse.

Back at the Quarters, Pfc. Jeffrey Potter, noticed the rain as he watched the guard change on a set of
monitors. Not wanting Platt to ruin his uniform, he told Kwiatkowski to get into a "three-minute go" —
changing into her uniform and raincoat in three minutes. Kwiatkowski quickly donned her uniform.

As soon as Staff Sgt. Jasso returned to the Quarters with the original guard, he also put on a raincoat.
Within three minutes, he and Kwiatkowski were marching out to relieve Platt. To get him out of the rain
quickly, Jasso performed a Post One exchange, a shortened version of a guard change that takes only
five minutes, compared to the usual ten-minute change.

Once on the Tomb Plaza, Kwiatkowski started walking the mat and thought, "It's not that bad." Then the
winds picked up and the rain began to lash, fogging her glasses. Lightning bolts cracked the sky, but she
still didn't worry. "l just thought: 'If it gets closer, I'm just going to go into the [Green] Box."" Only after
the storm had passed did she discover that a pine tree near the Tomb had been felled by lightning.

After ten minutes of walking, Kwiatkowski realized her well-polished shoes were probably ruined. Still
unable to see, she decided to just make the best of it.

Inside the Quarters, Potter and Jasso watched Kwiatkowski on the monitors as they waited for the 5
p.m. guard change. They could see the trees around her swaying as the visibility diminished. Suddenly,
the power went out. The screens all went dark. Tomb Guards took turns running out into the storm to
check on Kwiatkowski, making sure she was okay and that she knew there would be a Post One guard
change.

At 5 p.m. the Memorial Amphitheater's clock began to chime, signaling the changing of the guard. As
Kwiatkowski walked, another guard, in civilian clothes, gave her hand signals that there would be a Post
One guard change, but she could not see them.




"I just assumed that he's telling me to go the Green Box," she said. So, she headed to the box until one
of the guards told her, "It's a Post One, get back on the mat."

Jasso and the relief guard marched out to Kwiatkowski in almost ankle-deep water. Despite the wind
and rain, they put on a sharp changing ceremony. "There were still people out on the stairs under the
roof [of the Memorial Amphitheater]," she said. "So, we just had to make it look the best that we
could."

The rain and wind were so loud that Jasso could not raise his voice enough to tell the small audience
that the cemetery was closing and that they needed to depart. Finally, Pfc. Potter walked over to the
visitors and told them, "Sorry guys, | hate to do this, but you have to leave now."

As Jasso and Kwiatkowski walked back to the Quarters, Kwiatkowski noticed that every single Tomb
Guard on duty, both in uniform and in civilian clothes, had come out to watch her make her way back.
The two soldiers stepped over downed tree branches and piles of leaves, and as they reached the
Quarters' door, they had to walk through a giant puddle.

Once the guards were back in the Quarters, they all burst out laughing. "It's funny when stuff like that
happens," said Kwiatkowski. Jasso felt the same. "It was a good time," he said. "We train for this, we
practice for this, it was just another day in the office." The storm proved to be a bonding moment for
everyone.

Pfc. Kwiatkowski, who has been walking the mat for eight months, had experienced worse winds in the
winter, but the walk on July 29 was special. She reflected, "This was one of my top outside moments.

THE STORM VIDEO|

COPY AND PASTE THE BELOW LINK INTO YOUR BROWSER
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/3qlyAhXdPQO

PLEASE UNDERSTAND THAT EVEN THOUGH THIS INFORMATION HAS BEEN TAKEN
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